HEALTH POLICY

RESEARCH SCHOLARS

Building a Culture of Health
Across the United States

Health Policy Research Scholars is a leadership development program led by George Washington University with support

from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It brings together diverse doctoral students from multiple disciplines,
including anthropology, biochemistry, and economics. The program was created intentionally for people who—by race,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and other factors—are traditionally underrepresented in doctoral programs and policy
development. For more information, visit healthpolicyresearch-scholars.org or see rwjf.org/changeleaders to learn about

the 2016 and 2017 cohorts and find additional leadership opportunities.
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Visit healthpolicyresearch-scholars.org for more information and to sign up for updates.
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HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH SCHOLARS

2017 Cohort Locations, Participants, and
Academic Institutions

Arkansas

Electa Hare-RedCorn, Community Development and Public
Policy, University of Arkansas

California

Emanuel Alcala, Public Health, University of California, Merced

Rebekah Cross, Public Health, University of California at Los
Angeles

Catherine Duarte, Public Health, University of California-
Berkeley, School of Public Health

Mario Alberto Espinoza, Sociology, University of California,
Santa Barbara

Gerson Galdamez, Gerontology, University of Southern
California

Joseph Griffin, Public Health, University of California, Berkeley

Jake Ryann Sumibcay, Public Health, Claremont Graduate
University

Blanche Wright, Clinical Psychology, University of California,
Los Angeles

Connecticut

Jessica Minor, Anthropology, Yale University

Florida

Harvey Nicholson, Sociology, University of Central Florida

Georgia

Jovan Julien, Operations Research, Georgia Institute of
Technology

Luisa Rivera, Anthropology, Emory University

Leslie Salas, Public Health, Emory University

Hawaii
Samantha Herrera, Public Health, University of Hawaii at Manoa

IUinois

Arrianna Planey, Geography, University of Illinois, Urbana
Champaign

Indiana

Nicholas Smith, Sociology , Indiana University

Kentucky

Shannon Parsley, Nursing, University of Kentucky

Maryland

Kellan Baker, Public Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health

Deanna Barath, Health Services Administration, University of
Maryland

Massachusetts

Christopher Chiu, Psychology, University of Massachusetts,
Boston

Aaron Coleman, Social Policy, Brandeis University

Hannah Cory, Public Health, Harvard TH Chan School of
Public Health

Yaminette Diaz-Linhart, Social Policy, Brandeis University

Michigan

Valerie Taing, Sociology, University of Michigan

Missouri

Tyler Jimenez, Psychology, University of Missouri

New Jersey

Laurent Reyes, Social Work, Rutgers University

New Mexico

Katherine Gutierrez, Economics, University of New Mexico

New York

Matthew Lee, Public Health, Columbia University

North Carolina

Annie Francis, Social Work, UNC-Chapel Hill

Mya-Lee Roberson, Public Health, UNC Chapel Hill Gillings
School of Global Public Health

Fanice Thomas, Psychology, North Carolina State University

Ohio

Brittney Francis, Public Health, The Ohio State University

Rhode Island

Chinyere Agbai, Sociology, Brown University
Arjee Restar, Public Health, Brown University, School of
Public Health

Tennessee
Leah Lomotey-Nakon, Ethics and Society, Vanderbilt University

Texas

Marcela Gutierrez, Public Policy and Political Economy,
University of Texas at Dallas

Virginia
Austin Compton, Biochemistry, Virginia Tech
Samantha Perez, Biomedical Engineering, University of Virginia

Washington, D.C.

Marie Plaisime, Sociology , Howard University
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